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Gina Wencel, left, and Kristen Monroe, both from Eugene Field, coordinated the successful 2013 LEGO building contest, with 
the theme Building Books.  Finalists were selected at participating branches and then judged in a final contest at Central in 
March. Some 60 kids and adults attended the event.

Not pictured, but also on the committee, are Warren Shanks, CHL, Kit Cusker, SGB, Dawn Mendel, PKH, and Joan Vigil, VAL. 
Story on page 2.

For the Love of LEGOs



Thanks to a collective love of LEGOs and books, 
as well as great participation at many locations, 
the 2013 LEGO building contest was a resounding 
success this year!

The theme was Building Books, and entries were 
judged by staff based on creativity as well as how 
well the design represented the chosen book. 
Participating locations (including CHL, FIE, GVR, 
PKH, SGB, SML, VAL, and VVI) accepted entries 
from contestants for the following categories: 
Preschool-2nd grade, 3rd-5th grade, 6th-12th 
grade and Family. Finalists selected at each loca-
tion were then judged in a special contest held at 
the Central Library in the Vida Ellison Gallery on 
Saturday, March 30. 

LEGO designers-extraordinaire Imagine Rigney 
and his mom Jessica Rigney were on hand to 
judge the finalists and select the grand prize 
winners from more than 30 entries. Around 2pm, 
while Imagine and Jessica carefully inspected 
each wonderful design, kids and families made 
LEGO bookmarks, played LEGO Bingo, Pin the 
Head on the LEGO Guy, and Skee-ball while wait-
ing patiently across the hall. 

Following are the grand prize winners in each 
category:

Preschool-2nd grade:  Elmer (the Patchwork 
Elephant) - Andon Forster - entered at VVI

3rd-5th grade:  The Gadoba Tree from Amulet - 
Anna Gamira - entered at SGB

6th-12th grade: Percy Jackson & the Olympians: 
the Lightning Thief - Thomas Schnebly - entered 
at SML

Family:  The Hobbit - The Benedict Family - 
entered at FIE

Each winner received a certificate, plus a contain-
er full of LEGO brick, minifigures, a small set and 
a $10 LEGO gift card, all courtesy of the Colorado 
Mills LEGO store. 

Thanks to all of the participating locations and 
especially the point people at each (Chris Brown, 
Dawn Mendel, Kristi Harder, Kit Cusker, Colleen 
Galvin, Charla Aucone, Gina Wencel, Joan Vigil 
and Warren Shanks) for their enthusiasm, the 
great programs they developed and offered, and 
for making this contest so much fun for our cus-
tomers! 

Many thanks also to the following: Sherry 
Spitsnaugle for helping organize the final event 
at Central and being there to take great photos; 
Angela Sigg for helping us publicize the events 
online and respond to the many questions; David 
Donnell in PDO for the beautiful entry forms and 
certificates; Brenda Cook Ritenour in CRO for 
procuring great prizes for each location!

Building Books: The 2013 LEGO 
Building Contest
By Kristen Monroe, Eugene Field
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Author Chris Howard Visits Bear Valley
By Kristin Roper, Bear Valley

The Bear Valley Branch Library hosted an 
author visit for teens with local author Chris 
Howard.  His dystopian novel, Rootless, en-
ticed 39 teens to attend a lively discussion 
where they learned about the process of 
writing and publishing a novel, what ele-
ments of the hero were taken from the au-
thor’s own life, and how the writing process 
inspired Chris Howard to compose a song 
for the novel’s hero!

Bear Valley was able to provide 30 free, 
autographed copies of Rootless to the first 
teens to arrive, thus filling the meeting 
room seats with eager teens well before the 
event.  Chris Howard also brought a per-
sonal copy of his novel for the Bear Valley 
teens to sign for him.  Several teens, some 
of whom had read the novel before the visit, 
expressed interest in having the author re-
turn to discuss the second and third books 
of the Rootless trilogy.
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World Book Night (www.worldbooknight.org) 
started with a dream of getting books into the 
hands of people who would otherwise not have 
them in their homes or in their thoughts. 

It began in the UK in 2011 and quickly jumped the 
pond in 2012.  World Book Night is celebrated 
every year on April 23. But, World Book Night is 
about more than books, it’s about communities 
and individuals and the way that books impact 
both. Much like the mission of the Library. 

This year Denver Public Library participated as a 
book pickup site and was chosen by nine Denver 
givers. There was a reception held on April 16 in 
the Gates Conference Room. The invitation-only 
reception was thrown for those nine givers and 
we had a couple very happy WBN participants 
in attendance. Two of our attendees work for the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Denver, they plan 
on handing out their books at the centers where 
they work and perhaps use these titles to create a 
book club. Another idea they had was reading the 
books aloud with groups during the evening with 

snacks and drinks.  Doesn’t that sound pleasant! I 
hope to hear back about their experiences. 

Another of our givers, Maynard Hershon (Tamar 
Miller’s husband) planned on going back to 
Pablo’s this year, where last year he had success 
handing out his thirty books in under two hours! 
After some discussion he thought he might like to 
try out the Daz Bog on Capitol Hill for a slightly 
different crowd. Wherever he chose to go I’m sure 
he found enthusiastic recipients. Who wouldn’t 
want a free book?

Thanks for all the help and support I received 
throughout this process. I want to thank the Print 
and Design office, the Purchasing department, the 
Facilities department, Susan Kotarba, Nadine Leal 
and especially my two lovely assistants from the 
night of the reception - Laurie Spurling of Books 
and Borrowing and Eleanor Glover from the Com-
munity Relations Office.  I hope that next year’s 
program can be even bigger. Perhaps with some 
more Denver Public Library employees signing up 
as givers, I know I will!

World Book Night a Success 
‘Program gets books to people who would not otherwise have them’
By Emily Peros-McBreen, Books & Borrowing

World Book Night “givers”happily pose with their treasures – boxes of  books, which they distributed on April 23 to 
people who may not otherwise have access to books.  Left to right are: Brian Maillett, Leslie Pickard,  both from the 
Boys and Girls Club; Emily Peros-McBreen, B&B, and Maynard Hershon.  
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On Thursday, April 25, perhaps one of the most 
important programs of the year was held at Byers.  
The kids at Byers used their crafting talents to 
make gifts for the children in Denver Health’s Chil-
dren’s Ward.

We pulled together all of the crafts that were made 
this semester into a smorgasbord; everyone was 
able to create their hearts’ desires and the finished 
products were delivered to Denver Health.  (We had 
an idea of what the children who were being treated 
would like to receive, thanks to our relationship with 
the volunteer coordinator at the hospital.)  Our kids 
enjoyed making things that brought smiles to the 
faces of other children!  Hopefully, this project gave 
the kids at Byers a sense of community involvement 
and pride.  They reached out and became more 
than just themselves by going above and beyond 
for those in need.

One day in January, Mary Pearl (the LPA here at 
Byers) looked into the shelves and storage spaces 
for crafts and noticed that there were quite a lot 

of crafts accumulating.  She knew that by the end 
of the semester, there would be more, and she 
was looking for a creative way to ‘clean the cup-
boards.’  There wasn’t enough of any one thing to 
provide a separate program for it, so she started 
thinking.  How can I encourage children to make 
crafts when they won’t necessarily be able to take 
home the one they really want?

Mary walks by Denver Health every day at lunch; 
one day, an idea popped into her head. She decid-
ed to call the volunteer office there to find out if 
they had any kind of donating service for the chil-
dren being treated there. It turns out that they do, 
so Mary asked if they would accept items made 
by other children here at Byers.  They said yes!  
After receiving the “OK” from Leslie, Mary de-
cided to call the event “Craft for a Cause” and she 
decided to hold it at the end of April.  She wanted 
to wait until April for 2 reasons. 1) it would be at 
about the end of the semester and we would have

Little Branch has Biggest Heart <3
By Eric Casterline and Mary Pearl, Byers

Continued on p. 6



accumulated a fair amount of crafts and supplies 
by that point, and  2) the kids would have prac-
ticed making the crafts so they would have honed 
their skills and be able to use them for the better-
ment of others.

The program occurred on April 25  Twenty-two 
children arrived to make crafts for kids they didn’t 
even know!  The room was set up in stations: glue 
for magnets and light switch covers at one table, 
paint at another, T-shirts and headbands at a 
third, and the last for making cards.  There was a 
table set up in the back of the room for finished 
products to dry.  Mary explained the program to 
the Byers kids, emphasizing that they would be 
making the items for other children, not for them-
selves. At first the kids were skeptical, but when 
they realized they would be brightening other 
kids’ days, it was all hands on deck.

The kids worked throughout the better part of 
an hour making T-shirts, cards, jewelry boxes, 
light switch covers, bags, and accessories.  They 
emphasized the idea of “thinking of you” in their 
messaging, and created a myriad of wonderful 
gifts.  After making these lovely projects, the kids 
all helped clean up the meeting room and left 
it looking (almost) better than when they came 
in.  Mary’s hope is that they learned that helping 
others can feel just as good (or better) than doing 
something for only themselves.  She also hopes 
that it helped them see themselves as contribu-
tors to the global community.

Mary delivered the boxes of gifts to Denver Health 
on Friday afternoon, and the staff there were very 
excited to receive them! Unfortunately, because of 
privacy, we couldn’t see any of the children who 
received our gifts, but we were told how grateful 
they were to receive them. Even though most of 
the children at Byers are too young to realize the 
magnitude of what they did, it will not go unno-
ticed. 

On Friday morning, Mary received a phone call 
from a mother of one of the participants in Thurs-
day’s program. One of the projects they had made 
was small boxes for jewelry or other treasures.  
The woman was wondering if Mary was going to 
put anything into the boxes for the children to 
discover upon opening them.  Until that point, 
there was no plan in place.  The patron said that 
she had some toys she would like to donate to the 
cause.  She brought them by, and Mary put the 
toys into each of the boxes that were decorated. 

Mary received an email from the volunteer coor-
dinator at Denver Health on Monday afternoon 
thanking the branch again for the craft donations.

Hopefully the kids at Byers will remember what a 
great thing they did on April 25, 2013 “Craft for a 
Cause,” and will be inspired to continue to better 
their communities in the years to come.

Continued from p. 5
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Thanks to Roger Dudley
‘I applaud your outstanding service’

I want to thank you for the wonderful 
assistance you’ve provided to my friend Matt 
Klempa, in Los Angeles, in helping to track 
down various bits of vital information on my 
family history. 

Matt is helping me with genealogical research 
in his spare time.  In particular, perhaps you 
recall the Denver Post article of Monday, 
February 8, 1943 you forwarded to Matt. I was 
the sick infant, Lynn Foster Sipe, identified in 
that account of my mother’s suicide.  It was 
quite amazing to me to see this article for the 
first time some 70 years after the fact.  Sub-
sequently you’ve helped identify where my 
parents were living in Denver in the early 40’s.  

Needless to say, as a fellow librarian I can only 
applaud the outstanding public service you 
and the DPL provide!  As a token of my 
personal gratitude I’m forwarding, via snail 
mail, a modest contribution to the Western 
History/Genealogy Dept.

Thank you, Joe Cahn!

The Denver Public Schools History Day 
competition was this past Saturday, and as 
you know, Molly competed with her exhibit 
about the birth control pill.  We are so pleased 
to announce that she won first place for 
Junior Exhibits!  She worked very, very hard 
on her project and we are pleased that she 
received recognition for it.  

We wanted to take a moment to thank each 
of you for your part in helping her with this 
project.  Whether you agreed to be inter-
viewed, helped her with research, let her use a 
workspace and a copy machine, or just offered 
general encouragement, you helped make her 
success possible.  While the project is Molly’s, 
she is surrounded by a very supportive village 
- and we are so grateful for you all!

Winning at the DPS competition means that 
Molly will move on to the state competition, 
to be held Saturday May 4 in Denver.  We’re 
looking forward to that opportunity to see 
exhibits from around the state and see how 
her Pill project fares amongst a larger field.  
We’ll keep you posted!

With gratitude,
Molly, Heather and Christopher Maier

From Genine Plunket: One of Joe Cahn’s 
Student Research Appointments students 
won 1st place in the DPS Junior division of 
National History Day and will get to go to 
state NHD.  Joe has volunteered to be a 
judge at state, also.  He’s really doing a great 
job coordinating the NHD partnership.

Fan Mail
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